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Առաջին Տեղ
“Computel: Software for Computation of Mean Telomere Length from Whole Genome Next-Generation 
Sequencing Data”
Nyrsis3an Lili;
>ygawar` Arsyn A-akyl3an

Երկրորդ Տեղ
8Manrahadig silixiovmi sdaxovmn enyrcaqna3o. a3rman -y=imovm9
Zakar3an Mariyda
>ygawar` Sofi3a A3tin3an

Երրորդ Տեղ
8Inknawar elygdragan snovxmamp hadovg n,anagov;3an dakaxwo. go,ig9
Hagop3an Hra3r
>ygawar` A,od Babo3an

“Crossroad”
Harov;3ovn3an Harov;3ovn

8A3rman -y=imovm b.in26moliptyn gombozidi sdaxovmu moliptadi wyragancnmamp9
Minas3an Da;yvig
>ygawar` Sofi3a A3tin3an

8Inkna.ygasarkyr himnwa/ L1 dysov;3an wra9
Manas3an Hrand

“Mechanical ball pencil”
Howhannis3an Sofig
>ygawar` Cacig <mawon3an

“Developing of liquid fuel obtaining technology from hydro-carbon residues”
Kasis Asador
>ygawar` Cacig :oros3an
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ARPA Institute is now accepting applications for the 2016 Invention Competition
Please visit http://www.arpainstitute.org/Invention_Competition.html for details

ԱՐՓԱ Ինստիտուտը այժմ կ՝ընդունի նորարարութեան յայտեր 2016 տարուան համար:
Հաճեցեք այցելել մեր կայքէջը. http://www.arpainstitute.org/Invention_Competition.html

AR”A Himnargi norararov;3an mrxov3; 2015 masnagixnyri xang

http://www.arpainstitute.org/Invention_Competition.html
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Distance Learning Seminars For Armenia
	 One of the main goals of ARPA Institute is to help the 
graduate students and faculty of the universities in 
Armenia increase their professional awareness and 
knowledge through on-line, real-time videoconferencing. 
The objective of these seminars is the transfer of current 
technology and information.
	 To that effect, in 2015 the Distance Learning seminar 
was organized with the help of one of the top scientists 
residing in the United States. The seminar was carried out 
using WebEx and it was viewed in the YSU, attended by 
the Association of Young Biologists of Armenia, students 
and professors.

Dr. Sarkis Mazmanian: “Say hello to your little friends: 
how gut bacteria impact human health and represent 
novel therapies for disease”
Yerevan State University
Abstract: Microbes dominate as the most abundant life 
form on Earth, occupying almost every terrestrial, aquatic, 
and biological ecosystem on our planet. Throughout our 
lives, we provide residence to symbiotic bacteria, known 
as the microbiome, on virtually all environmentally 
exposed surfaces. The vast majority of these microbes are 
harbored in the gastrointestinal tract where bacteria can 
outnumber human cells by 10-fold (thus, we are all 90% 
bacteria on a cellular level). Many vital host functions are 
provided by the microbiome, including the synthesis of 
vitamins, digestion of complex polysaccharides and 
resistance to infectious agents. Millions of years of co-
evolution have inextricably linked the health of mammals 
to their microbiomes. Therefore, uncovering the 
evolutionary basis of host-bacterial mutualism represents 
untapped possibilities to advance our understanding of 
fundamental aspects of human biology. Discussed will be 
the connections between gut bacteria and the immune 
system. Particularly, how the microbiome promotes 
beneficial immune responses that prevent and treat 
disorders such as inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) and 
multiple sclerosis (MS) in animal models. Applying 
concepts learned from research of the immune system to 
link gut bacteria to the nervous system, exciting new 
evidence has been gathered that the microbiome affects 
autism in animal models, and that specific probiotics 
provide benefits for behavioral and non-behavioral 
symptoms of this enigmatic disease. The presentation 
explored the fascinating connections between gut bacteria 
and the two organ systems that are ‘educated’ by 
environmental cues throughout life, the immune and 
nervous systems, and described revolutionary approaches 
to uncover potentially novel therapies for complex human 
diseases. Moreover, plans were presented that involve 
cooperative research with the Molecular Biology Institute 

of the National academy of Sciences of Armenia and 
courses that will be taught there.

Dr. Sarkis Mazmanian received his B.S. in 1995 and 
Ph.D. in 2002, both from the University of California, Los 
Angeles. He is the Louis & Nelly Soux Professor of 
Microbiology in the Division of Biology & Biological 
Engineering at the California Institute of Technology 
(Caltech). He is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate from the 
University of California, Los Angeles, where Dr. 
Mazmanian also received his doctoral training in 
microbiology and immunology studying the mechanism by 
which Gram-positive pathogens anchor surface protein 
adhesions during bacterial infection. He was a Helen Hay 
Whitney Post-doctoral Fellow at Harvard Medical School 
where he studied how symbiotic bacteria promote healthy 
maturation of the immune system. He was promoted to 
assistant professor at Harvard Medical School in 2006, and 
later that year moved to Caltech. Dr. Mazmanian has won 
numerous awards including a Searle Scholar, Young 
Investigator of the Year at Harvard Medical School, 
Damon Runyon Innovation Award, was named by 
Discover Magazine as one of the “Best Brains in Science 
under 40”  and recently received the MacArthur 
Foundation “Genius”  award. His laboratory focuses on the 
study of beneficial bacterial molecules from the human gut 
microbiome as novel therapies for immunologic and 
neurologic disorders. Dr. Mazmanian’s work and life were 
featured in the January 2013 issue of Yerevan Magazine. 
He is a founder of 2 biotech companies and serves on the 
Scientific Advisory Board of over a dozen companies, 
academic centers and not-for-profit foundations. Dr. 
Mazmanian teaches a yearly course in host-microbial 
interactions at the Molecular Biology Institute of the 
National Academy of Sciences in the Republic of Armenia.

Here's An Easy Way To Help ARPA Institute
ARPA will earn a penny every time you search the 
Internet, and a percentage of every purchase you make 
online will go to support our causes if you use 
GoodSearch.com as your search engine and select 
ARPA Institute as your preferred charity. You can also 
use GoodShop.com for your online shopping to send 37 
percent of each purchase to ARPA!

Go to http://www.goodsearch.com and enter ARPA 
Institute as the charity of your choice.
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The list of donors to the Ani Panossian Memorial FundThe list of donors to the Ani Panossian Memorial FundThe list of donors to the Ani Panossian Memorial FundThe list of donors to the Ani Panossian Memorial FundThe list of donors to the Ani Panossian Memorial FundThe list of donors to the Ani Panossian Memorial FundThe list of donors to the Ani Panossian Memorial FundThe list of donors to the Ani Panossian Memorial Fund
Hagop, Baruir, Armen Panossian $3,120 Hrant Agbabian $100 Edgar Martirosyan $100
Zaven & Sonia Akian $2,500 Kevork Agopian $100 Josef & Molly Matossian $100
Walter Karabian; G. & I. Fund $1,000 Hrair Aintablian $100 Gagik Melikyan $100
Vigen & Houry Ghazarian $1,000 Panos & Houry Aintablian $100 Vahe Nalbandian $100
Lorig Panossian $1,000 Maral Anjargolian $100 Raffi Ourfalian $100
Chris & Friends Demirjian $625 Tamar Apelian $100 Sarkis Ourfalian $100
Gabriel Danadian $500 Kachig & Rosig Bakkalian $100 Sarkis & Nartuhi Panossian $100
Stepan Simonian $500 Avo Barmakian $100 Norayr & Hasmig Sherbetjian $100
Harutiun Surmenian $500 Leo Bedrosyan $100 Zaven Sherbetjian $100
Elizabeth & Mihran Agbabian $400 Apo & Ani Boghigian $100 John Shirajian $100
Hovhannes & Mary Karakashian $300 Maral & Garo Boursalian $100 Razmig Shirinian $100
Hampig & Arletta Shirinian $300 Alison Brysk $100 Hiam & Doha Sleyman $100
Vatche & Shoghig Vorperian $300 G. A. Bzdigian $100 Shoushan Tashjian $100
Anonymous $250 Harut Der Tavitian $100 Movses & Houry Taslakian $100
Dikran & Arpy Dalian $250 Adrin & Sosy Gharakhani $100 Vagharshak Vardanian $100
Harold & Francis DeMirjian $250 Maggie Goschin (Eskijian Museum) $100 Hermine & Yeghia Yeghiayan $100
Ara & Vicky Etoyan $250 Hagop Hajian $100 Talin & Vahig Yegigian $100
Hrayr Karagueuzian $250 Khachig & Salpy Hajian $100 Areg & Jenig Gharabegian $50
Vartkes & Sandy Tomassian $250 Alec & Maral Hayler $100 Louiza Janbazian $50
Harout & Verkin Arsen $200 Gabriel Injejikian $100 Ana & Shawn Kuma $50
Raffi & Silva Kendirjian $200 Ari Hovig Ishkhanian $100 Jora Manoucherian $50
Vrej Kevorkian $200 Sarkis & Silva Karaian $100 Zovig Minassian $50
Harout & Rita Lakisian $200 Moushegh & Vartoug Karakashian $100 Isgouhi Topjian $50
Rev. Mesrob Lakisian $200 Ara Kasbarian $100 Harout & Zvart Yeghiayan $50
Sevan Sarkuny $200 Maral & Navasart Kazazian $100 Ara Chutjian $35
Tigran & Maggie Sarkuny $200 Baydzar Keosheian $100 Jack Hokigian $25
Patrik Tatarian $150 Greg Kitabjian $100 Patrik Andonian $20
Meher Babian $125 Armen Kocharyan $100 TOTAL $20,150

Donating to ARPA Institute Takes Very Little Effort
Just Click on the PayPal Sign for A Secure Payment

and You’re Almost Done
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ARPA Institute Lecture Series During 2015
“Say Hello to Your Little Friends: How Gut Bacteria 
Impact Human Health and Represent Novel Therapies 
for Disease” by Dr. Sarkis Mazmanian
Abstract: Microbes dominate as the most abundant life 
form on Earth, occupying almost every terrestrial, aquatic, 
and biological ecosystem on our planet. Throughout our 
lives, we provide residence to symbiotic bacteria, known 
as the microbiome, on virtually all environmentally 
exposed surfaces. The vast majority of these microbes are 
harbored in the gastrointestinal tract where bacteria can 
outnumber human cells by 10-fold (thus, we are all 90% 
bacteria on a cellular level). Many vital host functions are 
provided by the microbiome, including the synthesis of 
vitamins, digestion of complex polysaccharides and 
resistance to infectious agents. Millions of years of co-
evolution have inextricably linked the health of mammals 
to their microbiomes. Therefore, uncovering the 
evolutionary basis of host-bacterial mutualism represents 
untapped possibilities to advance our understanding of 
fundamental aspects of human biology. Over the past 
several years, our laboratory has been interested in the 
connections between gut bacteria and the immune system. 
Particularly, our work has discovered how the microbiome 
promotes beneficial immune responses that prevent and 
treat disorders such as inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) 
and multiple sclerosis (MS) in animal models. More 
recently, we have become interested in applying concepts 
learned from our research of the immune system to link 
gut bacteria to the nervous system. Along these lines, we 
have exciting new evidence that the microbiome affects 
autism in animal models, and that specific probiotics 
provide benefits for behavioral and non-behavioral 
symptoms of this enigmatic disease. The lecture explored 
the fascinating connections between gut bacteria and the 
two organ systems that are ‘educated’ by environmental 
cues throughout life, the immune and nervous systems, and 
described revolutionary approaches to uncover potentially 
novel therapies for complex human diseases.
Sarkis Mazmanian received his B.S. in 
1995 and Ph.D. in 2002, both from the 
University of California (Los Angeles). 
He is the Louis & Nelly Soux Professor 
of Microbiology in the Division of 
Biology & Biological Engineering at 
the California Institute of Technology 
(Caltech). He is a Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate from the University of 
California, Los Angeles, where Dr. Mazmanian also 
received his doctoral training in microbiology and 
immunology studying the mechanism by which Gram-
positive pathogens anchor surface protein adhesins during 
bacterial infection. He was a Helen Hay Whitney Post-

doctoral Fellow at Harvard Medical School where he 
studied how symbiotic bacteria promote healthy 
maturation of the immune system. He was promoted to 
assistant professor at Harvard Medical School in 2006, and 
later that year moved to Caltech. Dr. Mazmanian has won 
numerous awards including a Searle Scholar, Young 
Investigator of the Year at Harvard Medical School, 
Damon Runyon Innovation Award, was named by 
Discover Magazine as one of the “Best Brains in Science 
under 40”  and recently received the MacArthur 
Foundation “Genius”  award. His laboratory focuses on the 
study of beneficial bacterial molecules from the human gut 
microbiome as novel therapies for immunologic and 
neurologic disorders. Dr. Mazmanian’s work and life were 
featured in the January 2013 issue of Yerevan Magazine. 
He is a founder of 2 biotech companies and serves on the 
Scientific Advisory Board of over a dozen companies, 
academic centers and not-for-profit foundations. Dr. 
Mazmanian teaches a yearly course in host-microbial 
interactions at the Molecular Biology Institute of the 
National Academy of Sciences in the Republic of Armenia.

“The Contributions of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church to the Armenian Nation” by Rev. Vahan 
Tootikian
Abstract: The 168-year history of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church is a rich one. Its heritage is a proud 
one and its contributions to the Armenian nation have been 
manifold. The following are but a few: the revival of 
spiritual values by emphasizing the importance and 
necessity of spiritual commitment and regeneration; the 
popularization of the Bible to the Armenian masses; an 
enviable educational system ranging from kindergarten to 
college; placing great emphasis on Christian Education in 
the life of family and church; the enrichment of Armenian 
Christian literature; Christian mission and outreach 
through its charitable and philanthropic institutions; laying 
the foundation for the proper understanding of lay people 
in the mission of the church; emphasis on individual 
responsibility and the inviolability of freedom of 
conscience; leadership in various fields of endeavor; strong 
emphasis on Christian stewardship; elevation of the 
Armenian women’s status; distinctive Christian lifestyle, 
etc. The Armenian Evangelical Church, which began as a 
religious movement was, and still remains, primarily a 
religious institution in nature. Although its benefits to the 
Armenian nation were essentially spiritual in nature, it 
nevertheless also made some educational, cultural, and 
moral contributions, and left its indelible impact on the 
Armenian nation.
The Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian is the Minister 
Emeritus of the Armenian Congregational Church of 
Greater Detroit and the Executive Director of the 

Return to the Front Page

Return to the Front Page

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MADX9TFEKZUMS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MADX9TFEKZUMS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MADX9TFEKZUMS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MADX9TFEKZUMS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MADX9TFEKZUMS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MADX9TFEKZUMS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MADX9TFEKZUMS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MADX9TFEKZUMS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MADX9TFEKZUMS


Page 6

Armenian Evangelical World 
Council. He was pastor of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Damascus, Syria, and the principal of 
the local school from 1959 to 1960; 
from 1960 to 1965, he was the 
minister of the Armenian Evangelical 
Congregational Church of Cairo, 
Egypt; from 1965 to 1975, he was minister of the 
Armenian Memorial Church of Watertown, MA; and from 
1975 to 2005 he was the minister of the Armenian 
Congregational Church of Greater Detroit, Michigan. A 
graduate of the Near East School of Theology in 1959, the 
Rev. Tootikian did his graduate work at Hartford, Harvard, 
and Andover Newton Theological seminaries, earning two 
masters and a doctorate. Along with his ecclesiastical 
involvement, Dr. Tootikian has been a lecturer at Lawrence 
Technological University, Southfield, MI from 1976 to 
2006 and also a lecturer at the University of Michigan 
from 1985 to 1989. The Rev. Dr. Tootikian is a member of 
many religious, educational, and philanthropic 
organizations, and a recipient of numerous awards. He was 
a charter member of the Armenian Evangelical Union of 
North America (AEUNA) in 1971, and the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council (AEWC) in 1978. He was 
elected moderator of the Armenian Evangelical Union of 
North America four times (1974-76, 1986-88, 1998-2000, 
and 2000-2002). He also served as secretary (1986-87) and 
president of the Armenian Evangelical World Council 
(1987-90 and 2000-2002). Since January 2003, he has 
assumed the post of Executive Director of the Council. He 
is a regular contributor to several papers and magazines, 
and the author of thirty-six books, six of which are 
currently used as college textbooks in North America and 
overseas.

Joint ARPA Institute & UCLA Narekatsi Presentations
Moderated by Peter Cowe, Professor & Narekatsi 

Chair in Armenian Studies at UCLA
a. Agha di Matus, 1644-1709: An Armenian Diamond & 
Gem Merchant in Livorno & Venice, by Sona Tejiryan
Abstract: A brown leather-bound book classified as P.D. 
66.c in the Museo Civico e Raccolta Correr di Venezia is 
an account ledger belonging to the commenda agent Agha 
di Matus (1644? - 1709) of the Minasian family firm. It 
contains an inventory of commodities, such as textiles and 
spices, but mostly white and yellow diamonds and other 
gems that Agha di Matus brought from Surat in India, to 
sell in Izmir, Constantinople, and then in Venice and 
Livorno. As a result of his long-time involvement in the 
diamond and gem trade between northern Italy and India, 
Agha di Matus became one of the most influential 
Armenian merchants in Livorno. The number of diamonds 

of different sizes and colors and other gems included in the 
inventory of his accounting ledger is very impressive. It 
clearly indicates that Agha di Matus was a very successful 
gem merchant at the end of seventeenth and beginning of 
eighteenth centuries. The paper will investigate Agha di 
Matus’ life as a diamond merchant and will shed light on 
the commercial biography of this important yet largely 
neglected figure. It will treat Agha di Matus as broadly 
representative of a group of other Armenian merchants 
involved in the diamond and gem trade of the Early 
Modern period. Based on the above-mentioned accounting 
ledger and around a dozen mercantile letters, it explored 
the various ways in which Agha di Matus and Armenian 
diamond merchants can or cannot be situated in the 
diamond trade’s global commodity chain.
Sona Tajiryan is a third-year PhD Student at the 
University of California, Los Angeles, in the History 
Department under the supervision of the Richard 
Hovannisian Endowed Chair in Modern Armenian History. 
She received her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies from Yerevan State 
University’s Faculty of Oriental Studies in 2009 and 2011, 
respectively. She is mainly interested in the involvement of 
New Julfa Armenian merchants in the early modern 
diamond and gem trade between the Indian Ocean and the 
Mediterranean and the history of gem and diamond 
commodity chains in the Early Modern world. She is 
currently working on her dissertation under the supervision 
of Dr. Sebouh Aslanian.

b. A Route of Trade and A Road to Progress; The Silk 
Road in Medieval & Contemporary Armenian Politics, 
by Kathryn J. Franklin
Abstract: Presented was a discussion of research on the 
significance of the phenomenon known as ‘the Silk Road’ 
to cultural imagination and politics in Armenia. The ‘Silk 
Road’ is a modern term coined to describe the trans-
historical phenomenon of travel and exchange between 
Europe and Asia and occurring from the Classical to the 
Early Modern periods (though there have been arguments 
made for ‘Silk Roads’ existing before and since this 
period).  The premise of my discussion is that the Silk 
Road has never been a ‘purely’ economic phenomenon, but 
has always been a factor in the (re)configuration of local 
and global politics.  In order to consider the social 
meaning of the Silk Road from a novel perspective, I will 
compare the role of long-distance Eurasian travel and trade 
within Armenian political life in the late medieval period 
(12-15th cc.) with the role of the ‘Silk Road’ in current 
Armenian identity politics and national policy.  The 
discussion was based on two concrete case studies; first, 
discussed were the construction of highway inns for Silk 
Road travelers by late medieval Armenian merchant 
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princes. Then, it looked at the ways that “Silk Road”  has 
been applied as a label in infrastructural development 
projects within and passing through the Republic of 
Armenia.  Ultimately, this paper suggested that in both 
medieval and contemporary discourse, the Silk Road as an 
imaginary has significantly impacted politics in Armenia 
as a concept shaping how Armenians situate themselves in 
relation to worlds of commerce and culture.
Kathryn J. Franklin has been working as an 
archaeologist in Armenia for six years, and received her 
PhD in Anthropology from the University of Chicago in 
2014. Her dissertation, entitled “’This World is an Inn:’ 
Cosmopolitanism and Caravan Trade in Late Medieval 
Armenia”  encompasses princely performances as well as 
roadside garbage and examines how the landscapes of 
local and global were constructed and imagined by 
Armenians situated along the highways of what is now 
called ‘the Silk Road.’ Kathryn’s most recent publications 
deal with her excavations at the medieval village of 
Ambroyi in Aragatsotn, Armenia. She is also co-editor of a 
forthcoming volume entitled Incomplete Archaeologies: 
Assembling Knowledge in the Past and Present.

c. Spies and Settlers: Armenians in the Tsarist Service, 
1804-1813, by Stephen B. Riegg
Abstract: Examined was how and why Armenians 
collaborated with Russia during the First Russo-Persian 
War of 1804-13. It is argued that Armenians were key to 
the expansion of Russian domains in the South Caucasus 
during the first decades of the nineteenth century. Tsarist 
military commanders in the region and their superiors in 
St. Petersburg looked to Persian Armenians for tangible 
assistance during their incursions into Erivan, Karabakh, 
and other Persian khanates. It demonstrates the steady 
stream of Armenian merchants and peasants who crossed 
the imperial frontier to bring information for Russian 
officials. These individuals supplied tsarist agents with 
military intelligence, provided topographical information, 
and served as guides and messengers. Russian authorities 
in Tiflis also dispatched Armenians to ascertain conditions 
in adjacent Persian and Ottoman territories. Moreover, 
many Armenian refugees, mainly noble Meliks and their 
peasants, fled the shah’s domain for the real and perceived 
haven of tsarist territory. They became trusted settlers of 
the newly conquered lands in the region, contributing to 
Russia’s imperial growth and its fortification as a South 
Caucasian power. A section of a chapter from the 
dissertation, “Claiming the Caucasus: The Evolution of 
Russian Imperialism in Armenia, 1801-1894,”  this paper 
draws most heavily on Akty, sobrannye Kavkazskoiu 
Arkheograficheskoiu Kommissieiu. Published by the office 
of the viceroy of Transcaucasia in the second half of the 
century, this twelve-volume collection contains hundreds 

of official documents from tsarist authorities in the 
Caucasus and elsewhere.
Stephen B. Riegg received his B.A. in History and 
Russian and East European Studies from the University of 
Kansas in 2009 and his M.A. in History from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2012. He is 
currently writing his Ph.D. dissertation, “Claiming the 
Caucasus: The Evolution of Russian Imperialism in 
Armenia, 1801-1894,”  in the History Department at UNC-
Chapel Hill. Between August 2013 and January 2015 
Riegg conducted archival research in St. Petersburg, 
Moscow, and Yerevan. Since 2011, he has served as 
student director of the American Research Institute of the 
South.

d. Geopolitics of Genocide: Comparing the Ottoman 
and Russian Empires’ Ethnic Cleansing Policies 
Against Armenians, Assyrians, Greeks, and Circassians 
In the late 19th and Early 20th Centuries, by Urban 
Jakša
Abstract: The paper viewed ethnic cleansing as a 
geopolitical strategy of the Russian and Ottoman empires 
as they clashed in the Caucasus and Eastern Anatolia. The 
author attempted to demonstrate that as part of their 
military strategy the Russian and Ottoman empires both 
supported dissenting communities living in each other’s 
territories, a strategy that blurred the distinction between 
imperial defense policies and internal policies, producing 
genocidal policies directed against predominantly 
Christian Armenians, Assyrians, and Greeks in Anatolia as 
well as predominantly Muslim Circassians in the North-
West Caucasus. The paper focused on the geopolitical 
rather than the inter-ethnic or inter-religious rationale for 
genocide and analyzed the policies of the two empires 
within the wider context of their geopolitical rivalry in the 
19th and early 20th century. Rather than dwelling on the 
purposes behind these policies and the mode in which they 
were executed, the author focused on their effect. How did 
the genocidal policies of the Ottoman and Russian empires 
alter the geopolitical situation in the Caucasus and Eastern 
Anatolia? In this respect, special attention was paid to the 
Armenian genocide, as not only the most systematic and 
bloody of these, but also the one with the strongest 
geopolitical weight. The author argued that the geopolitical 
objective and effect of the Armenian genocide was to a 
greater degree than in the case of other genocides 
discussed to preclude Armenian claims to statehood 
through the population’s physical extermination. Finally, 
the paper assessed the geopolitical impact of these 
genocides on recurrent ethnic violence in the Caucasus and 
on the creation of obstacles to peace, security, political 
integration, and economic development in these two 
regions.
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Urban Jakša is a PhD student at the University of York 
(Politics Department). His research focuses on geopolitics 
of unrecognized states and associated ethno-political 
conflicts in post-Soviet Europe.   He   holds a BA in 
International Relations, an MA in Political Science (both 
from the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia) and a 
Certificat d'études politiques from Institut d'études 
politiques (Bordeaux, France).   Before coming to 
York,  Urban  worked for  NATO's Political Affairs   and 
Security Policy Division, as a research fellow at Caucasus 
Research Resource Center   in Yerevan, served as Vice-
president of the   International Association for Political 
Science Students, and as the Editor-in-Chief of IAPSS 
Journal Politikon.  Urban   is regularly invited to speak at 
civil society forums and academic conferences. He travels 
extensively, and speaks English, French, Russian, 
Slovenian and Serbian.

“Dreaming through Darkness, Healing through Story” 
by Dana Walrath
Abstract: Dr. Walrath’s latest book, Like Water on Stone 
(Delacorte/Random House, 2014), is a novel in verse about 
the Armenian genocide of 1915. This absorbing novel tells 
the story of three siblings who flee into the mountains, 
hiding by day and running by night when Ottoman pashas 
implement their plans to eliminate all Armenians. Lyrical 
language and musical threads wrap the description of the 
Armenian genocide in a note of magical realism with 
Ardziv, an eagle, describing the young siblings’ escape. Dr. 
Walrath spoke about her experiences in Armenia as a 
Fulbright Scholar, her travels to Western Armenia in 1984, 
and how these journeys influenced Like Water on Stone 
and continue to affect her life. Blending an anthropological 
toolkit with examples from this novel and her graphic 
memoir, Aliceheimer’s, about life with her Armenian 
mother before and during dementia, Dr. Walrath explored 
why stories — especially stories about phenomena 
surrounded by stigma, shame, or denial — play a critical 
role in healing. Dr. Walrath will return to Armenia in April 
2015 for the premiere of an animation of Like Water on 
Stone being created at Armenia’s TUMO Center to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Genocide. 
Copies of Like Water on Stone and Aliceheimer’s will be 
available for sale at the event.
Praise for Like Water on Stone: 
2015 Notable Book for a Global Society.
2015 Notable Social Studies Trade Book for Young People
  “I have walked through the remnants of the Armenian 
civilization in Palu and Chunkush; I have stood on the 
banks of the Euphrates. And still I was unprepared for how 
deeply moved I would be by Dana Walrath’s poignant, 
unflinching evocation of the Armenian Genocide.”  —Chris 
Bohjalian, author of The Sandcastle Girls and Close Your 

Eyes, Hold Hands
  “This beautiful, yet at times brutally vivid, historical 
verse novel will bring this horrifying, tragic period to life 
for astute, mature readers.”  School Library Journal, starred 
review.
  A shocking tale of a bleak moment in history, told with 
stunning beauty.” Publisher’s Weekly, starred review.
Dana Walrath is the 
granddaughter of survivors 
of the Armenian genocide 
of 1915. She earned a PhD 
in anthropology from the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f 
Pennsylvania, an MFA in 
Writing from Vermont 
College of Fine Arts, and a 
BA from Barnard College, Columbia University. She 
completed Like Water on Stone (Delacorte/Random House, 
2014), her first novel, during the year she spent as a 
Fulbright Scholar in Armenia working on a project that 
builds on her award-winning graphic memoir 
series  Aliceheimer’s   (Harvest, 2013).  When not in the 
mountains of Armenia, she lives in the mountains of 
Vermont where she is on faculty at the University of 
Vermont’s College of Medicine.

“The Genocide in the Long-Term Perspective of 
Armenian History (3500 BCE - Present and Future)” 
by Gregory E. Areshian
Abstract: The Centennial of the Armenian Genocide is an 
appropriate moment to assess its place in the long-term 
trajectory of Armenian history. Such an important 
endeavor never was undertaken, since a coherent and 
internally consistent periodization of Armenian history has 
not been developed yet. The existing periodizations are 
either based on sequences of ruling dynasties and cycles of 
foreign dominations, or the Stalinist periodization of five 
social-economic formations, or on an eclectic combination 
of obsolete concepts, or on a mechanistic application of 
global periodizations to Armenian historic realities. 
Scientific periodizations of histories are critically 
important not only to understand the causality of past 
events and processes, but also to model the future, because 
each and every major period develops societal qualities, 
factors, and characteristics that cause changes in 
subsequent periods. This intellectual imperative prompted 
the presenter of this talk to develop a new macro-
periodization of Armenian history based on two premises:
(a) any periodization of Armenian history must be based 
on data pertaining to the Armenian experience;
(b) because each period, by definition, displays systemic 
characteristics, system theories and system analysis are 
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indispensable for developing periodizations.
The application of these premises to the currently available 
data allows for an identification of five macroperiods in 
Armenian history beginning from 3500 BCE and 
continuing through the present:
(1) ca 3500 - 820 BCE — the macroperiod of continuous 
reproduction of cultural specificity by the complex 
societies of the Armenian Highland;
(2) ca 820 BCE - 34 BCE  — the macroperiod of empires 
that originated in Armenia (Empire of Van, i.e. Urartu, and 
Artashesian Empire);
(3) 34 BCE - 1071 CE — the macroperiod of borderland 
centrality that created two major phenomena still 
impacting the Armenian life today: the construction of the 
Armenian national identity, and the development of socio-
political behavior;
(4) 1021 CE - ending currently in the present — the 
macroperiod of diasporization with several features such 
as attempts to conquer a new homeland, the eventual 
disappearance of Armenian diasporic communities 
conditioned by the laws of social entropy, and the 
Armenian Genocide of 1915 as the climax of 
diasporization;
(5) 1828 - foreseeable future — the macroperiod of 
recreating the Armenian nation-state under specific 
conditions of globalization.
The Armenian success will be measured by the ability to 
balance the preservation of ethno-national identity and 
sociopolitical and economic achievements within the 
process of globalization. The current super-challenge 
facing the Armenian community of Southern California is 
to evolutionarily transform this diasporic community into a 
major hub of the global Armenian network.
Gregory E. Areshian received his 
Ph.D. from the Saint-Petersburg 
(formerly Leningrad) Institute of 
Archaeology of the Academy of 
Sciences of the USSR. He directed 
the excavations of several 
archaeological sites and participated 
in other archaeological field projects 
in Armenia, Syria, Georgia, Egypt, and Central Asia. He is 
the author of more than 130 publications mostly on Near 
Eastern, Armenian, and Caucasian history and archaeology 
from Late Prehistory to the Modern times, and also social 
theory. He authored and edited four books. During the late 
1970s and 1980s Dr. Areshian served as a Professor of 
Archaeology and History at Yerevan State University, the 
First Vice-President of the Department of Antiquities of 
the Republic of Armenia, and as the Associate Director of 
the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology of the 
Academy of Sciences of Armenia. In 1991 - 92 he served 

as the Deputy Prime Minister in the first government of the 
independent Republic of Armenia. In 1993 he was invited 
as a Visiting Professor to UCLA, and, after moving to the 
USA, he taught at the University of Wisconsin, and the 
University of Chicago. He served as the Director of the 
Armenian Research Program of the Cotsen Institute of 
Archaeology at UCLA. Since 2007 he co-directs the Dvin 
and Areni UCLA Joint Projects in Armenia and continues 
participating to the Mozan-Urkesh Project in Syria. His 
principal area of interest is the anthropological history of 
Armenian, Iranian, and Mesopotamian civilizations from 
Prehistory to the Modern times. Other areas of his current 
research include social complexity, interdisciplinary study 
of imperialism, interactions between pastoral nomads and 
sedentary civilizations in the Near East and Eurasia, 
archaeology of Global Warming, and the interdisciplinary 
(archaeological-linguistic-art historical) reconstruction of 
Ancient Near Eastern, Indo-European, and Classical 
mythology.

“Empower Yourself and Empower Armenia and 
Artsakh” by Alec Baghdasaryan
Abstract: The presentation was an overview of the current 
economic situation in Armenia, providing positive case 
studies to support a positive outlook on diasporans’ ability 
to succeed, as well as discussions regarding the importance 
of getting involved both in Armenia and Artsakh. Special 
consideration was given to the IT sector and information 
on available resources was presented. Information shared 
consisted of key indicators, which allowed participants to 
gain an understanding of the state of the economy in 
Armenia measured by the internationally accepted metrics. 
The important industry segments in Armenia and specific 
industries with a higher potential for success was 
discussed. Challenges in doing business and exploring 
options was highlighted and personal experiences in 
running a software development office as well as a hotel in 
Artsakh was presented. Information about critical steps to 
be taken in the current economic conditions in Armenia, 
which should enable them to make educated decisions on 
taking a step towards possible investment in Armenia, was 
underlined. 
Alec Baghdasaryan was born in 
Tehran, Iran in 1958. Upon 
graduation from high school in 1976, 
Alec travelled to US in order to 
continue his education. He graduated 
from the California State University 
Northridge in 1981, with a Bachelor 
of Science in Management Systems 
Analysis. Alec founded Information 
Integration Group (IIG) in 1991 and since then IIG has 
been providing computer based Business Management 
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Solutions to medium size companies. IIG is a Microsoft 
Partner and a reseller of Sage 100 ERP, Sage 300 ERP, 
Sage 500 ERP, Sage X3 ERP and Sage CRM products. In 
1999, he established an office in Yerevan, which develops 
software products offered by IIG to its US based clients 
and employs over 30 programmers. Alec is involved in 
many projects both in the local Armenian community and 
in the homeland. His Yerevan office has trained many IT 
professionals who, after working for the Yerevan office for 
a few years, started their own successful software 
development practices in Armenia. Since 2009, Alec has 
been managing the Avan Shushi Plaza hotel in Shushi, 
Artsakh and has been organizing the Avan Shushi Plaza 
Poetry Festival for the last 3 years. Students from 7 
countries take part in this poetry contest in Shushi. Last 
year for the first time, thanks to the Western Prelacy’s 
leadership role, the poetry contest was held in Southern 
California. Following this contest in May, some of the 
contest winners participated in the Shushi event in August. 
The goal of this program is to nurture love for poetry and 
provide an opportunity for the youth to visit Armenia and 
form friendships. He has been a supporter of Javakhk for 
many years and this year, the Avan partnership will be 
providing special training to kids from Javakhk. For the 
past 10 years, Alec has served as a board member of The 
Armenian Educational Foundation (AEF) and has taken 
part in AEF’s projects in Armenia, such as coordination of 
the efforts for establishing a four year computer science 
degree program in Stepanakert’s University. Each year, 
additional students take part in the computer science 
degree program, which will provide many opportunities 
for the development of the IT sector in Artsakh. He is also 
involved in AEF’s village computer training program. This 
program is unique in that it includes a six-week computer 
training program for village school teachers, as well as 
detailed course curriculum for teaching the proper subjects 
to the students in villages. Alec also takes part in AEF’s 
School Supply activities whereby thousands of students 
annually receive basic school supplies in rural region of 
Armenia, Artsakh and Javakhk. For the last 15 years, Alec 
has been developing and maintaining the 
www.LearnArmenian.com website. This free for all 
website, provides material for teaching the Armenian 
alphabet, reading, history, poetry and religion. Hundreds of 
thousands of visitors have visited this site over the years 
and have enjoyed its content. He currently serves as the 
president of the Armenian Global Trade Network and is 
currently working on organizing a trip for a group of 
Armenian businessmen to attend the 4th Global 
Conference in Shushi and Yerevan starting May 9th 
through May 14th. Working with a group of capable 
individuals, his current project is building an on-line 
community and social networking site, by which diasporan 
Armenians will be able to connect with fellow Armenians 

who share interests, and can access information about 
organizations. Alec has actively taken part in many 
Homenetmen Ararat - Glendale chapter’s Program 
Division activities and is a board member of the Cancer 
Care Network Foundation. He has served as a 
commissioner for the City of Glendale’s Community 
Development and Housing department; as well as the 
president of the Southern California Chapter of 
International Association of Microsoft Certified Partners.

“Birds’ Nest” by Ara madzounian
Abstract: The presentation showed the Bourj Hammoud 
district in Lebanon, a geographical extension of Beirut 
City with a population of around 100,000, in an area of 
0.96 square-miles. The Genocide survivor settlements, 
starting in 1928, in compact quarters organized into regular 
gridiron patterns was also presented and how each quarter 
was populated by natives from a village in their original 
homeland in historic Armenia and Cilicia, taking names 
such as Marash, Nor-Adana, and Nor-Sis were discussed. 
Also highlighted was migrations to Soviet Armenia, influx 
of Armenians from Syria, mainly Aleppo, how the author’s 
parents, both survivors of the 1915 Armenian genocide, 
met and were married in Damascus, Syria, only to relocate 
to Bourj Hammoud in 1949, where he was born and lived 
for 20 years before permanently moving to the US in 1975. 
Underlined was the establishment of schools, building 
churches and cultural centers and how political affiliations 
with concerted national codes were a part of the effort to 
maintain a level of subsistence and how national identity 
was resurrected as a means to hold on to what was 
violently ended in their homeland. Briefed was the story of 
how this tiny enclave served as the cultural, intellectual 
and political beacon of the Armenian Diaspora during 
1935 to 1985. The 15-year conflict of Lebanon was also 
mentioned, when most Armenians fled the country and 
why currently Bourj Hammoud struggles to retain its 
Armenian character against political uncertainty in the 
region.
Ara madzounian is an 
independent producer, director and 
cinematographer based in Los 
Angeles with various projects to his 
credit in fiction, documentary, 
educational videos and television 
commercials. He holds a BA and 
MFA in Film & Television from 
UCLA. Ara's works range from 
shorts to features. The Pink Elephant, his first film, won 
the Panavision award and has been shown in many 
international film festivals and television venues. His 
cinematography experience includes several films. For 
eight years he has produced Armenia Fund Telethons, live 
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global telecast. He has produced and directed projects for 
Czech Television and for Monterey Institute for 
International Studies. He has also produced educational 
videos for Los Angeles County Refugee Project. He made 
his screen-acting debut on ShowTime in Radio Inside, a 
feature film. For several years, Ara lectured on Armenian 
cinema at the ARS Summer Studies Program at Amherst 
and Bradford colleges in Massachusetts. He has produced 
and directed over thirty television commercials and many 
corporate films. His latest feature cinematography work 
Meltdown was released in August 2015.

“Healing A  Nation: Genocide Survivors and Their 
Generations” by Maria Armoudian
Abstract: That which is “overwhelming and unnamable is 
passed on to those we are closest to. Our loved ones carry 
what we cannot,”  say psychologists. Unresolved historical 
grief is passed on from generation to generation, becoming 
the burden carried by children of genocide survivors and 
their children on behalf of their parents or grand-
parents.  With   intergenerational trauma and grief, the 
children try to repair their parents’   or their grand-
parents'   experiences.     The worst traumas are the 
unacknowledged ones,  when perpetrators attempt to also 
destroy the very vital memory that is necessary to heal. In 
this talk, Dr. Maria Armoudian gave an overview of the 
literature on intergenerational trauma and grief, including 
the means to heal a nation that has been battered and 
scattered for 100+ years.
Maria Armoudian is the author 
of   Kill the Messenger: The 
Media’s Role in the Fate of the 
World, a lecturer at the University 
of Auckland in New Zealand, and 
the host and producer of the 
syndicated radio program “The 
Scholars’ Circle”. Her articles 
have been published in the 
Columbia Journalism Review, 
New York Times Syndicate and the Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate, The New Zealand Herald, the Los Angeles 
Daily News, the Progressive, Salon.com, and others. She is 
currently working on a book about war correspondents and 
the challenges they face in reporting from some of the 
world’s most perilous places.

“Healthcare in Armenia: Identifying Needs, Measuring 
Success, and Defining the Role of the Diaspora” by 
Shant Shekherdimian
Abstract: Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Armenia’s health care system has undergone significant 
transformation, while maintaining many of the features of 
the “Semashko”  system. There is a lack of objective data 

on how effective attempts to improve the health care 
system have been. Furthermore, the data that do exist 
are   fragmented, prone to inaccuracies, and often do not 
measure the critical indicators of the state of health care or 
effectiveness of reforms. Generally speaking, efforts to 
improve any health care system should focus on 
three main concepts: maximizing access, minimizing costs, 
and optimizing the quality of care delivered. Practically 
speaking, this can only be done by analyzing and 
intervening at the level of all fields that contribute to 
healthcare. These include, but are not limited to, healthcare 
policy, financing, education, infrastructure and human 
resources. In the unique situation of Armenia, the role of 
the diaspora as one of the stakeholders and contributors to 
the nation’s healthcare system must also be 
considered. The purpose of this presentation is to present a 
concise synopsis of the current state of health care in 
Armenia and to propose a new approach for the diaspora to 
contribute to and participate in the development of this 
system.
Shant Shekherdimian was born 
and raised in Los Angeles, 
California. His educational 
background includes a medical 
degree from Drexel University in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and a 
Masters in Public Health with an 
emphasis on global health from the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles (UCLA). Dr. Shekherdimian has completed a 
residency in general surgery at UCLA and a fellowship in 
pediatric surgery at the Hospital for Sick Children in 
Toronto, Canada. He is currently an Assistant Professor of 
Surgery at UCLA. Dr. Shekherdimian’s clinical interests 
include neonatal surgery and pediatric surgical oncology. 
His research interests are in intestinal lengthening as a 
potential treatment of short bowel syndrome. Dr. 
Shekherdimian has participated and lectured at several 
international conferences pertaining to his surgical 
specialty and public health. He is involved in several 
projects with the aim to improve pediatric care in Armenia, 
including spearheading a novel model of effective diaspora 
contribution to health care systems in home countries.

“Is the End of Christianity in the Middle East A 
Forerunner of the Demise of Arab Secularism?” by Joe 
Kechichian
Abstract: Because the Arab world’s 12 million Christians 
are increasingly exposed to hardships, many are 
contemplating exodus towards Western shores, though the 
far greater consequences are on the same societies that will 
no longer benefit from their presence.  In Egypt, revolution 
and counter-revolution are accompanied by a series of 
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anti-Copt killings and church burnings.   In Palestine, 
Christians are emigrating en masse as they find themselves 
uncomfortably caught between Israel’s pro-Jewish settler 
government and increasingly radicalized Muslim 
neighbors.   In Iraq, the entire Christian community of 
Mosul headed off towards Kirkuk and the relative religious 
tolerance of the Kurdish zone with terrible consequences 
for the new capital of the ISIS-dreamed of Caliphate.  In 
Syria, most of the violence is along the Sunni-Alawite 
fault line, though Christian minorities are fleeing too.  The 
Armenian community of Aleppo is gradually dispersing 
and, while some are able to escape, their loss is bound to 
permanently scar Syria, a society that welcomed survivors 
en masse after the 1915 Genocide.  Almost everywhere 
Arab Christians are leaving without any to replace them 
with the direct consequence that without Christian Arabs, 
the Arab world would become “Muslim”  rather than retain 
its Arab identity. Will this be the end of secularism in the 
area?  Will Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt, the last states with 
sizeable Christian populations, hold on to their Arabism or 
will they also succumb to intolerance?
Joe Kechichian is a Senior Fellow 
at the King Faisal Center for 
Research and Islamic Studies 
(KFCRIS) in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 
the CEO of Kéchichian & 
Associates, LLC, a consulting 
partnership providing analysis on 
the Arabian/Persian Gulf region, 
and a Senior Writer with the Dubai-
based Gulf News.
The Event was sponsored by the Narekatsi Chair in 
Armenian Studies and cosponsored by the ARPA Institute.

“In Search of A Global Armenian Strategy: Armenia, 
Diaspora, and the Armenian Potential” by Vicken 
Hovsepian
Abstract: The Armenian Nation,   having been 
through various existential challenges and threats over the 
millennia of its existence, is now facing an uncharted set 
of crises. Emigration from Armenia, escalating hostilities 
emanating from Azerbaijanis vis a vis Artsakh and 
Armenia, and the physical uprooting of many Armenian 
communities in the Middle East have all been contributing 
factors in a set of demographic changes for the Armenian 
People.  The crises in said locales have caused massive 
waves of immigration to the West, a phenomenon which 
itself presents Armenians with yet another set of 
challenges. Are there potential opportunities hidden in the 
aforementioned crises? How can this reality contribute to 
the creation of an overall Armenian strategy?   This 
presentation offered some analysis and prescriptive 
thoughts about the potential that the Armenian People 

possesses given the many challenges it faces, and   it 
touched upon some concrete steps that could be taken in 
order to optimally generate a collective Armenian agenda.
Vicken Hovsepian was born in 1960 
in Lebanon. He received his primary 
education at the Nshan Palandjian 
College (Jemaran). He moved to Los 
Angeles in 1976. He received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Political 
Science from UCLA, then his Master 
of Arts degree in International 
Relations from the University of 
Southern California. He also received his Ph.D., again in 
International Relations from USC. Dr. Hovsepian has held 
various positions in the national and community life. From 
1992 to 1998, for three consecutive terms, he has been 
elected a member of the ARF Western US Central 
Committee and has served as its chairman. From 2000 to 
2011, for three consecutive terms, he has served on the 
ARF Bureau. From 2012 he served as the chairman of the 
ARF Western US Central Committee. He is the Executive 
Vice President of the Golden State Bank.

“Modern Poetry and Style Vis-à-Vis Armenian Poetry” 
by Silva Zanoyan-Merjanian
Abstract: Fundamental and far-reaching historical, social, 
cultural, and economic changes in the early 
1900s   prompted poets   to transcend the limitations of 
traditional verse and to take poetry into a new direction 
away from established rules. They searched for fresh ways 
of looking at men’s relationship with the universe and 
experimented with language, form and style.  Modernism 
enabled writers to express individualistic forms of writing, 
discarding rhyme and meter, embracing an ambiguity in 
the verse that would allow the reader to come to his own 
conclusions, and using unconventional metaphors, visual 
images and allusions.  Although its roots were in Europe 
and North America, its influence spread internationally 
even to Armenia. One of the most influential figures in 
Modernist poetry is the American poet Ezra Pound, who 
stressed clarity, precision and economy of language “to 
compose in the sequence of the musical phrase, not the 
sequence of the metronome.”  The modernist movement 
also influenced Armenian poets, one of the first who 
adopted this style is Kara Darvis. The presentation 
addressed the role of poetry in the modern world and 
discussed the works of Armenian writers vis-à-vis modern 
international poetry and style of writing.
Silva Zanoyan-Merjanian is a widely published poet who 
grew up in Beirut, Lebanon. She moved to Geneva during 
the Lebanese civil war after personally experiencing the 
devastation of her beloved country. She later settled in 
California to raise her two sons with her husband. Her 
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poetry reflects a little of 
what she took with her from 
each city she lived in. The 
nostalgia for her roots, her 
Armenian heritage, her deep 
sense of humanity reduced 
and elevated at the same 
time in life’s events, 
permeate through her 
poems. Her work is widely 
featured in anthologies and international poetry journals 
and read by Irish actress/narrator Eabha Rose.    She has 
two volumes of poetry, Uncoil a Night 2013 and recently 
published Rumor 2015 (Cold River Press.) Proceeds from 
both books are entirely donated to refugees.  Merjanian 
recently was the guest speaker at Ohio State University on 
the centennial of the Armenian Genocide. She’s also been 
invited to read in poetry festivals and poetry societies.

«ԿԱՄԱՒՈՐԻ ՄԸ ՕՐԱԳԻՐԸ ` ՅԱՐՈՒԹԻՒՆ 
ՊԱՍՄԱՃԵԱՆն» Ասպետ Պալանեան
Ամփոփում. Այս դասախօսութիւնը Յարութիւն 
Պասմաճեանի՝ Կամաւորի մը ձեռագիր օրագիրի 
մասին է: Ան Նիւ Եորքէն մեկնեցաւ Սեպտեմբեր 12, 
1915ին, վերադառնալու համար Երկիր, միանալու եւ 
կռուելու Զօրավար Անդրանիկի կողքին Կամաւորը 
իր Օրագրին մէջ  կու տայ մանրամասնութիւններ, 
իրենց յառաջխաղացքին, ճակատամարտերուն, 
յաղթանակներուն, մարդկային կորուստներուն, 
լիճերուն եւ գետերուն մասին: Այս Օրագրութեան մէջ 
յիշուած են Ջուղան, Խոյը, Բաբշէնը, Մուշը, Պիթլիսը, 
Վանքը , Մուսուրը ,  Րէյիսը , Արճէշը , Իգտիրը , 
Էջմիածինը, Թիֆլիսը, Խոջեվանքն ու այլ վայրեր։ 
Յիշուած են հանդիպումներ կամ/եւ պատահարներ 
Հայ հերոսներու հետ՝ ինչպէս Անդրանիկը, Դրօն, 
Նազարբէկեանը, Համազասպն ու Քեռին, ինչպէս 
նաեւ մտաւորականներու եւ առաջնորդներու հետ, 
ինչպէս Թումանեան, Թոթովենց եւ Աղբալեան։ 
Կամաւորը ի վերջոյ կը վերադառնայ Նիւ Եորք 
Օգոստոս 20, 1916 ին: 
Այս Օրագրին եզակիութիւնը կը կայանայ , 
Կամաւորին Նիւ Եորք քաղաքէն շոգենաւով մեկնիլը 
դէպի Արխանկելքս՝ Ռուսաստան: Կը կարծուի որ, 
Կամաւորներու խումբը միակ գիտցուած խումբն է, 
որ Երկիր մեկնած է այս ճանապարհով։ 
Ասպետ Պալանեան ծնած եւ մեծցած է Միջին 
Արեւելքի մէջ Էրզրումցի եւ Խարբերդցի ծնողներէ: 
Պէյրութի Հայ Աւետարանական Գոլէճը աւարտելէ 
ետք , յաճախած է Հայկազեան Գոլէճ , այժմ 
Համալսարան, մասնագիտանալով Պատմութեան եւ 
Հայագիտութեան ճիւղերուն մէջ : Պսակաւոր 
Արուեստից վկայականէն ետք, մասնագիտացած է 
արդի պատմութեան եւ քաղաքականութեան մէջ, 

Գերմանիոյ Ախընի Համալսարանը : 70ական 
թուականներուն , փոխադրուած է Միացեալ 
Նահանգներ եւ միացած Ամերիկեան բանակին, 
ծառայելով Գերմանիոյ մէջ։ 1982Ին հաստատուած է 
Ֆ ի լ ա տ ե լ ֆ ի ա , ո ւ ր ա շ խ ա տ ա ծ է 
Քաղաքապետարանը, մինչեւ 2011: Աշխատակցած է 
Ազդակ Օրաթերթին , գրելով Քաղաքական , 
Պատմական եւ Տնտեսագիտական յօդուածներ: Կը 
տիրապետէ վեց լեզուներու: Վերջին տարիներուն 
աշխատակցած է որպէս թարգմանիչ ԱՄՆի Պետ 
Քարտուղարութեան մէջ: Ամուսնացած է Նայիրի 
Աղաճանեանի հետ եւ ունին մէկ աղջիկ ու մէկ մանչ 
եւ վեց թոռնիկներ:

“Necessity of Rethinking Armenian Diasporic 
organizations, Their Roles, and Structures In the 21st 
Century” by Richard Ohanian
Abstract: The American Armenian community is in an 
ever changing system of entities, which is continuously 
influenced by waves of Armenian immigrants from the 
Middle Eastern countries and Armenia. It has not been 
fully studied/characterized by various scientific 
disciplines/tools. American Armenian organizations 
functioning in our communities are subject to internal and 
external pressures to either morph or risk their relevancy. 
They need to constantly reassess their raison d'etre and 
(re)adjust their functioning relationship with the 
community at large. Meanwhile, conducting a thorough 
SWOT (Strength, Weakness, Opportunity and Threats) and 
PESTL (Political, Economic, Social, Technological, Legal 
and Environmental) analyses will render many of them 
irrelevant, ineffective and inefficient in tackling strategic 
issues related to the American Armenian communities. 
Obsolete and arcane organizational models are still 
dominant among many of these organizations. In addition, 
prolonging of the status quo poses an existential threat, as 
they are unable to attract new/quality generation/talent in 
their ranks. Nevertheless, many leaders in our 
communities assume, and actively promote the idea, that 
stability is the normal state of affairs and change is 
undesirable. As a result, stagnation is rooted among many 
of the diasporic organizations. Lack of innovation, 
creativity, meritocracy and scientific approaches is 
rampant. The Armenian transnation faces many new 
challenges in the 21st century, and the modus operandi of 
our organizations are inadequate to tackle those 
challenges. A new class of knowledge based organizations 
is needed. The talk addressed the role/structure of the 
organizations in the Armenian communities and initiated a 
dialogue.
Richard Ohanian holds a BS in Applied Physics from 
Azad University, Tehran, Iran, and a BS and MS in 
Electrical and Computer Engineering from California 
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Institute of Technology. He was 
with Axiom Microdevices as an 
RFIC designer from 20072009, 
where he helped develop the 
world's first CMOS power 
amplifier, which met 3GPP 
standards for GSM/GPRS mobile 
phones. In 2010, he joined the 
Flight Communications section at 
JPL as an RF/Microwave engineer 
where he worked on Mars Science Laboratory Curiosity 
Rover, Mercury Ion Deep Space Atomic Clock, FINDER, 
and Deep Space Optical Communication, among others. 
He has won various group achievement awards and has 
two US patents as part of the JPL FINDER team. His 
publications include a physics book for high school 
students, published in Iran in 1998. Since 2012, he has also 
been with Glendale Community College as an adjunct 
faculty of Robotics and Electronics, and has helped 
establish GCC's Robotics Academy. He had developed and 
is teaching courses in Electronics and Robotics at GCC. 
He has founded numerous organizations such as 
ArmEngine (2004), and Ohanian Enterprises (2015). He 
has been active in various community organizations both 
in Iran and USA. Currently, Richard serves as fellow at 
Policy Forum Armenia and a council member at the 
Armenian Engineers and Scientists of America.

ARPA Institute Purchased A Gas Chromatograph 
for the Polytechnic University of Armenia

We are delighted to report to our donors and friends of the 
ARPA Institute that an advanced Gas Chromatograph 
(G3581A 490 Micro GC, with specialized tools and 
attachments) has been purchased and delivered to the 
Polytechnic University of Armenia. Special arrangements 
were made for a specialist to travel to Armenia to install 
the GC and to train a cadre of scientists to operate the 
instrument properly. A young scientist, Dr. Andranik 
Arakelyan, and a Ph.D. candidate, Ms. Ani Sarksyan, will 
be trained and will use the GC to carry out advanced 
experiments and research. The overall plan is to create a 
modern Energy Efficiency and Environmental laboratory.

Thank you again for your generous donations

Trip Report on ARPA Activities in Armenia
By Hagop Panossian

During my trip to Armenia from September 14 to 
October 7, 2015, I had the opportunity to meet with 
the Minister of Economy, Mr. Karen Jshmarityan. 
Meetings were also held with the President of the 
National Polytechnic University of Armenia, Prof. 
Vostanik Maroukhyan and the Vice President, Dr. 
Areg Grigoryan. Especially important were the 
meetings with the Director of the Molecular Biology 
Institute (MBI), Prof. Arsen Arakelyan and his staff. I 
also met with the Director of the Irrigation Systems in 
Armenia, Mr. Felix Melikyan. Throughout my stay I 
also met with several university officials, professors, 
heads of associations, and others.

The following summarizes the important discussions 
during the various meetings:

September 15, 2015
1. Met with Dr. Kajazn Toumanian, a water pipeline 
system expert who suggested to discuss a proposal that 
deals with a “Request For Proposal”  from Konrad 
Adenauer Stiftung, a German non-profit organization, 
directed towards the design and prototype implementation 
of renovation of existing water/irrigation pipelines in the 
Ararat region of Armenia. His proposal deals with 
repairing about 14 kilometers of the irrigation pipeline of 
Armenia as a pilot program and then applying to the 
German bank and get enough funding to repair the whole 
irrigation system in Armenia. Kajazn is doing this without 
any pay, just to help the engineers in Armenia learn and 
implement the new technology, which is applying a 
coating from the inside of the pipes using robotics.

September 16, 2015
1. A meeting was held with the head of the Irrigation 
Systems Department of Armenia, Mr. Felix Melikian. Dr. 
Toumanian presented the idea of a prototype renovation of 
a portion of the existing irrigation pipeline system in 
water/irrigation pipelines in the Ararat region of Armenia 
and asked Mr. Melikyan’s approval and consent to 
proceed, which he received. Then, we met with Mr. Souren 
Hovasapian, the Director of an irrigation pipeline expert 
firm in Yerevan, and his main expert Gagik. Dr. Toumanian 
presented the idea and explained the financing sources and 
the need to get started on a formal proposal. Mr. 
Hovasapian agreed to carry out preliminary feasibility 
study and provide Dr. Toumanian a detailed “As Built” 
documentation of the targeted pipeline segments that will 
be used for the prototype development/construction. 
ARPA Institute was brought in to help generate support for 
such an endeavor and, if need be, try to help its 
implementation.
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September 17, 2015
1. Met with the Director of the Molecular Biology Institute 
of the National Academy of Sciences of Armenia, Dr. 
Arsen Arakelyan at the Institute. He briefed me with the 
progress of the Institute and showed the new -80 degrees 
Celsius refrigerator that they bought, the storage place for 
the additional reagents that they purchased and the 
research work that their scientists have carried out using 
the ARPA-donated sequencer, all because they were able to 
write proposals using the new research data from the 
sequencer. He asked that we help the Institute by providing 
assistance in the set of important instruments/equipment 
donated by a university in Boston, in finding experts in 
their fields and helping in creating a network for 
cooperation, and the additional software required for the 
sequencer to perform “Fragment Analyses”. The latter will 
allow them to generate funds for additional research. He 
invited ARPA to attend the opening ceremony for the 
laboratory (which the former Director, the Late Ms. Anna 
Boyajian had agreed to name The Center for Genomic 
Excellence) named after the late Anna Boyajian on 
September 30, 2015.

2. ARPA team members Hrachoohi and Bedros Tomassian, 
Maro Aghazarian, Nazareth Seferian, and myself met at 
the Meghedi Café and discussed issues related to working 
with the Molecular Biology Institute, the Polytechnic 
University and the Invention Competition. Steps will be 
taken to do more advertising for the latter. 

September 19, 2015
1. Met with Prof. Joseph Panossian, the director of 
Polytechnic Heliotechnic Lab. The lab produces high 
purity nano-structural graphene layers for high reflectance 
of radiation and low transmittance of light on glass by 
chemical deposition. The lab needs clean room for 
production of very high purity (~100ppm) graphene, but 
has budget of only $8000 and needs financing for a 
filtration system.

2. Called Karen Vardanyan and discussed the topic of 
creating a DARPA-like structure for Armenia. He 
indicated that the UN has carried out a study on how to 
improve innovations in Armenia and he will send the 
report to me. He also spoke about a new partnership with 
the Australian representative and the AUA to develop an 
integrated strategy for Armenia, in which he would like to 
see ARPA Institute’s participation. There will be 
discussions on the subject at AUA in the near future where 
ARPA will be invited.

3. Met with Dr. Areg Grigoryan, VP of Polytechnic. 
Discussed were Gas Chromatograph, Energy Efficiency 
Lab, and “Clean Room”. His remarks were to discuss the 
issues of GC and the Energy Efficiency Lab with Dr. 
Maroukhyan. Moreover, he indicated that Prof. Joseph 

Panossian is a knowledgeable scientist who has many 
patents and his new initiative on clean room production of 
nano-structured graphene coatings is very timely and 
essential for the Polytechnic.

4. Met with Prof. Norik Haroutunyan to discuss the 
location of the Gas Chromatograph in the department of 
Thermal Energy and the Environment, person(s) in charge, 
operators, points of contact, etc.

September 22, 2015
1. Attended the conference dedicated to the newly elected 
(by the Catholic Church) Doctor in Religion, Saint 
Naregatsi in the Madenataran. Excellent presentations 
were made by Arch. Zekian and Jean Pierre Mahe. Had a 
brief discussion with His Beatitude, Arch. Zekian. He 
expressed his “extreme satisfaction”  for the work that 
ARPA is involved in, both regarding the monthly lectures 
and the technical assistance provided to the universities 
and the institutes in Armenia, as a “glimpse of hope for all 
of us”. 

2. Met with the Head of the Science Committee of 
Armenia, Dr. Samvel Harutunyan. Discussed were ways 
and means of advancing science and technology in 
Armenia, creation of new grants and research programs, 
and the importance of new technologies, such as nano-
technology, graphene for multipurpose applications, etc.

3. Met with the director of “Fund for Armenia Relief”, Mr. 
Garnik Nanagoulian and discussed ways and means of 
cooperation to make a larger impact, especially in 
advancing knowledge, science and technology in Armenia.

September 23, 2015 
1. Met with Anna Poladyan at the Biology Faculty of the 
Yerevan State University to discuss their new approach to 
generating hydrogen gas from regular waste. She showed 
their lab and wanted to have a separate meeting with her 
teammates and Professor Trchounyan.

2. Met with Mary Halajyan, the Executive Director of 
Veradardz. She offered her assistance to advertise the 
ARPA Invention Competition as well as other projects.

September 24, 2015
1. Met with Dr. Michael Abovyan and Karen Karapetyan, 
the co-chairs of “Technology Transfer”. Discussed were a 
special report written by a UN Organization on Innovation 
in Armenia. Also discussed were their cooperation with the 
AUA Science and Technology Acceleration Unit and its 
head, Dr. Armen Mkrtchyan, and a conference  entitled 
Ener2I (Energy to Innovation), under the Framework7 of 
Europe. They invited me to attend the conference.

September 25, 2015
1. Dr. Kajazn Toumanian and I met with Mr. Hovasapian 
to sign a Memorandum of Understanding to start the 
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process of carrying out a complete feasibility study of the 
14-kilometer sector in the Ararat region, which will be 
used to repair a prototype pipeline system in order to write 
a proposal to perform the complete water irrigation 
pipeline system of Armenia.

2. The ARPA Institute Invention Competition Awards 
Ceremony was held in the Second Building of the National 
Polytechnic University of Armenia, in the hall of the 4th 

floor, in the presence of students and their advisors and 
guests. Also present were Hrachoohi Boghossian, Maro 
Aghazarian, Nazareth Seferian and myself as ARPA 
representatives, as was Prof. Vostanik Maroukhyan, 
Rector/President of the university. The latter made an 
insightful speech encouraging the students to pass on the 
word to their peers and encourage more students to 
participate in this very important competition. The awards 
to the winning teams and certificates to all participants 

were handed out and each student was asked to present 
what their invention was all about. It was suggested to 
organize a workshop where each student will present his/
her invention to knowledgeable people, who may be from 
industry or academia and there may be mutual interest.

3. Hrachoohi Boghossian, Maro Aghazarian and myself 
had a meeting with Prof. Maroukhyan. Also present were 
Prof. Laerd Hovhannissyan and Prof. Norik Harutunyan. 
Prof. Maroukhyan showed us the nuclear radiation detector 
that the UN International Atomic Energy organization has 
donated to the National Polytechnic University of 
Armenia. He mentioned that it is important to keep these 
sensitive instruments under appropriate conditions and 
promised to assign a separate room for the Gas 
Chromatograph. Also discussed were the “Energy 
Efficiency Laboratory”  and a new project that was 
proposed by a couple of professors from the university 
entitled “Nanotechnology and Graphene Production”. His 
reaction was the first lab has been promised for years and 
it is being implemented only this year. As for the second, 
he asked ARPA to discuss such concepts with the 
administration, find out about their priorities and then 
decide weather to help create such a lab or not. Prof. 
Maroukhyan wanted to continue the “Distance Learning” 
program and work out a plan for more presentations. He 
also invited us to speak at the university administration 
meeting and present the Invention Competition 
requirements to them and ask each and every dean and 
professor to please distribute the information to their 
students for better participation in the coming year.

September 28, 2015
1. Met with Prof. Armen Trchounyan, Karen Trchounyan 
and Anna Poladyan at the Biology Faculty in the YSU. 
They presented their research findings regarding the 
inexpensive generation of hydrogen gas by using regular 
waste and bacteria. Their extensive publications in 
international journals were also shown. Their request was 
assistance in creating cooperation with outside scientists 
and researchers to carry out joint activities and get more 
funding to expand their research.

2. Met with Dr. Kennel Touryan at the AUA and he 
informed me that out of 8 selected proposals to the 
UNIDO Clean Tech competition, two were previous 
ARPA Invention Competition participants/winners. He 
also found the work carried out by ARPA highly critical 
for Armenia.

3. Met with the Secretary of the Diasporan members of the 
NAS of Armenia, Dr. Vanya Barseghyan and discussed the 
activities of ARPA Institute and how we can cooperate to 
have a greater impact. He suggested to meet with the 
Secretary for Scientific Research of the Academy, Dr. 
Hrant Matevosyan. The latter recommended to edit the 
flier of the Invention Competition. His suggestion was to 
only state that the competition is open to all young 
scientists less than 35 years old and in parenthesis add 
(Graduate Students included). They promised to help 
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distribute the flier to all young scientists in the institutes of 
the Academy.

4. Had an interview with Yerkir Media TV station where 
ARPA activities were reported and especially stressed was 
the Invention Competition with the expansion to include 
young scientists.

September 29, 2015
1. Met with Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian, the President of 
the AUA in his office. Discussed were ways and means of 
cooperation between ARPA and AUA. He suggested to 
help the new Innovation unit, headed by Dr. Armen 
Mkrtchyan, have a greater impact.

2. Attended the general meeting of the Deans and Directors 
of the programs in the National Polytechnic University of 
Armenia, upon the invitation by the Rector, Prof. Vostanik 
Maroukhyan. He made a few very favorable comments 
about the cooperation of the ARPA Institute with the 
Polytechnic for the past 10 years and greatly valued its 
positive contributions. He especially thanked the Board for 
including the university in our agenda and caring for its 
progress in science and engineering. He then suggested to 
distribute the Invention Competition flier to all the 
department heads, teachers and students to have more 
participation in the competition in the next round. I 
thanked the university staff and administration for the kind 
attitude they have shown and the cooperative spirit that 
helps us do more to help the students. 

3. Attended the 6th International Forum on Energy for 
Sustainable Development, organized by UNIDO and co-
sponsored by numerous international organizations and the 
Government of Armenia. It was a very well attended 
conference (from over 50 countries), and first rate papers 
and concept proposals were presented during three 
consecutive days.

4. Met with Hovagim Zakaryan, the secretary and one of 
the chief scientists of the Armenian Biologists Association. 
They organize periodic lectures on various scientific 
topics, have panel discussions, invite international 
researchers for seminars and cooperative research, and 
write proposals to get grants. ARPA has helped them 
organize one of their conferences/seminars. They would 
like to see continued assistance, especially in networking 
and international cooperation and research.

September 30, 2015
1. Participated in the opening ceremony of the Anna 
Boyajyan Genomic Laboratory of the MBI of NAS 
Armenia in Kanaker. Present were the President of the 
NAS of Armenia, Dr. Radik Martirosyan, and members of 
the Academy, scientists and the staff and researchers of the 
Institute. Several people made speeches highly praising the 
late Anna Boyajian’s contributions to the biological 

sciences, the Institute and the Academy and Armenia in 
general. I thanked the organizers and the newly elected 
Director, Dr. Arsen Arakelyan, and expressed my deepest 
sympathies to Anna’s coworkers and my sincere gratitude 
for her cooperation with ARPA in taking the decision to 
acquire the sequencer and place it in the MBI.

2. Met with Dr. Meri Ghazaryan, the chairwoman of the 
department of Thermal Energy and the Environment of the 
Polytechnic and discussed with her the requirement for a 
separate room for the Gas Chromatograph, where students 
will only be allowed when they are to carry out 
experiments and only under the direction of the main 
operators of the unit. Moreover, it was clearly requested 
for the department to have a couple of well qualified 
people to be the sole users of the GC and under no 
circumstance to allow for untrained students/staff to use it. 
Also she was informed that the intention/future goal of 
ARPA is to form a modern Energy Efficiency Laboratory, 
whereby research will be performed by students and 
professors and there will be journal quality research 
articles produced. She then escorted me to the place where 
their main research article, the “Gas Generator”, was 
housed. She explained its operation and the manner in 
which they plan to carry out the optimization for the 
maximum production of combustible gases (hydrogen, 
methane and carbon monoxide), and using the GC to test 
the content of the exhaust gases. 

October 1, 2015
1. Attended the 6th International Forum on Energy for 
Sustainable Development.

October 2, 2015
1. Attended the Energy to Innovation (ener2i) conference 
organized jointly by UNIDO and the Government of 
Armenia in the Hrazdan hotel. It was well attended; 
however, the papers were mainly related to statistics and 
policy towards renewable energy and the need for 
cooperation.

2. Attended the DIGITEC EXPO in the Mergelian 
Institute. Over 50 companies and organizations had booths 
presenting their activities and products. The Veradardz 
booth, sponsored by Harut Bronozian, had placed ARPA 
Institute’s Invention Competition fliers on their table and 
was handing it out to the visitors.

3. Met with Amalya Yeghoyan, the Excecutive Director of 
GTEC in Gyumri. She presented the activities that they are 
involved in, which includes teaching young men and 
women different software capabilities and languages, as 
well as trades. She suggested for ARPA to assist them by 
organizing webinars on various subjects of their interests.

4. Attended the 7th Anniversary celebration of the Ministry 
of Diaspora. There were speeches and cultural 
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presentations.

October 3, 2015
1.  Attended the Apricot Tree Film Festival held in the 
“Silk Road”  Bed-And-Breakfast on Aygetsor Ave. There 
were quite a few short and long films on the list. A crowd 
of producers, directors, actors and other folk were in 
attendance.

October 4, 2015
1. Attended the opening ceremony of the 71st General 
meeting of the Armenian Relief Society in the Double Tree 
Hotel on Khorenatsi st. Quite a number of representatives 
from all over the world were present.

October 5, 2015
1. Met with the Minister of Economy, Mr. Karen 
Chshmarityan and his advisor on innovations, Mr. Ruben 

Gevorkyan. Also present was Mr. Garnik Nanagoulian, the 
Director of the Fund For Armenia Relief of New York. Mr. 
Nanagoulian introduced me to Mr. Chshmarityan and 
explained what ARPA is all about. Discussed were ARPA 
activities and ways and means of cooperating. The main 
topic suggested by Mr. Chshmarityan was to find ways in 
which experts from the Diaspora and Armenia try to work 
out solutions for current problems in the defense area. It 
was suggested to create a structure similar to DARPA (as 
was proposed to Defense Minister Ohanyan last year) and 
have a core group of experts in Armenia who are capable 
of solving difficult defense problems and put them in touch 
with diasporan experts. This concept was found to be very 
practical and important for Armenia to implement. Mr. 
Gevorkyan will keep ARPA informed on progress in this 
area.

2. Met with Karen Vardanyan, Director of Union of 
Information Technologies (UIT) and Vahagn Poghosyan, 
CEO of Instigate. Discussed were issues related to 
building capabilities in Armenia and creating a mutually 

beneficial working environment to help advance the 
technologies, especially those related to defense.

October 6, 2015
1. Met with Professors V. Maroukhyan, L. Hovhannissyan 
and M. Ghazaryan, and discussed the Energy Efficiency 
Laboratory. This lab requires a separate room dedicated for 
research in that area and the Gas Chromatograph needs to 
be housed in it. It should be placed under strict supervision 
and only operated by designated trained experts. This was 
agreed on and they showed me the room that will be 
dedicated for that purpose, which was on the fourth floor 
of the 2nd building of the National Polytechnic University 
of Armenia. I also met the two people who will be trained 
to use the GC, Ms. Ani Sarksyan, a M.S. student studying 
for her Ph.D., and Dr. Andranik Arakelyan, who is 
currently a young lecturer in the department of Thermal 
Energy and Environmental Studies. Both seemed to be 
highly intelligent and eager to learn and carry out research. 
They were told that our experts will try to help guide them 
through their research projects and provide them with the 
necessary literature and information to carry out their 
work. They were also informed that ARPA Institute intends 
to create the “Energy Efficiency Laboratory”  by adding the 
necessary equipment, instruments and tools for a complete 
laboratory that can be used to raise the level of knowledge 
and research capabilities of the university. They were very 
enthusiastic regarding this initiative and promised to 
cooperate in order to get the highest performance 
capabilities and advanced research.

2. Met with Gerard Achjian, Director of a French 
Armenian organization that works in ways similar to that 
of ARPA. They have experts in all fields and an office in 
Yerevan, whereby they try to work on different projects. 
He suggested for cooperation with their organization.
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Here's An Easy Way To Help ARPA Institute
ARPA will earn a penny every time you search the 
Internet, and a percentage of every purchase you make 
online will go to support our causes if you use 
GoodSearch.com as your search engine and select 
ARPA Institute as your preferred charity. You can also 
use GoodShop.com for your online shopping to send 37 
percent of each purchase to ARPA!

Go to http://www.goodsearch.com and enter ARPA 
Institute as the charity of your choice.

http://www.GoodSearch.com
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There Is Much To Do For Armenia
Please Help Us Accomplish More

Please Donate Generously

You Can Contribute Securely Online by Clicking On the PayPal Sign Below

OR

You Can Contribute by Check by Using the Form Below
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Please don't forget to make your tax-deductible 
donation to ARPA Institute.

ARPA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, ID 
No. 95-4423297.

Please cut and enclose this slip with your donation 
and send to:

Mr. Harold DeMirdjian, ARPA Treasurer
13100 Addison Street
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423

Name & Address: 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

____ $50          ____ $100           ____ $250
____ $500        ____ $1,000        ____ $5,000
____ $10,000   ____ $20,000      ____ OTHER

Thank you!
For more information, please visit

http://www.ARPAInstitute.org
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